
Open Streets Cape Town
A year in our life cycle: 2016-17
This year, we grew our operations thanks to the financial and strategic support of the Transport and Urban Development Authority 
(TDA), WWF Nedbank Green Trust, Millennium Trust and Woolworths, as well as the support of our radio partner KFM and many 
others who make our journey so much more meaningful.

In addition to expanding and working to institutionalise the Open Streets Days programme in Cape Town, we developed 
campaigns and tools to engage the broader public in issues close to our heart; namely those that can help us bridge spatial and 
social divides in our city. These include the #AtoBChallenge, Travel Diaries, the #Bike2Train Challenge, Park(ing) Day, Talking Streets 
and Street Minds gatherings.

 #AtoBChallenge
During Open Streets Langa on 30 October, we ran Cape 
Town's first ever low-carbon race, with our partners at 
WWF South Africa. It featured four teams competing to 
get from Green Point to Langa with the smallest carbon 
footprint. Each team had to use at least four different 
modes of transport. Their options: MyCiTi bus, Golden 
Arrow bus, Metrorail train, minibus taxi, bicycle, walking 
and electric vehicle.

Travel Diaries
This was a research project aimed at understanding 
transport behaviour in Cape Town. We launched Travel 
Diaries at Open Streets City Centre and repeated the 
exercise in Mitchells Plain. 100 participants signed up. 
Each of them received a journal to complete over the 
course of seven days and then return for analysis.

Park(ing) Day
Park(ing) Day is an annual worldwide event where artists, 
designers and other citizens transform metered parking 
spots into temporary public parks. We hosted a local 
Park(ing) Day outside 75 Harrington Street in September.

Street Minds
This group of professionals passionate about street design 
shared, discussed and advanced projects and ideas at 
monthly gatherings. They also hosted a dialogue to 
interrogate what transit-orientated development (TOD) 
means for the streets of Cape Town.

Talking Streets
We host regular walk and 
explore sessions to 
identify needs and 
possibilities on specific 
streets. In the past year, 
we went to Bellville, the 
CBD, Woodstock, 
Maitland and Claremont.

#Bike2Train     
Challenge
We launched two 
iterations of the 
#Bike2Train Challenge this 
year, giving train users at 
Kuils River and Fish Hoek 
stations an opportunity to 
include cycling in their 
commute. During our first 
iteration, in Kuils River, all 
the participants cycled to 
the station at least four 
days per week, which 
meant they received 70% 
cash back!

We have also continued to grow the family by formalising five working groups. They focus on low-carbon transport, street design, 
communications, institutional management and Open Streets Days. In addition, our volunteer support base has grown, expanding 
the number of friends of Open Streets.
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2016 - 2017
IN NUMBERS
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Thank you for joining us 
in our special journey to 
a city with Open Streets!
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